ILZ  a 


’V 


\ 


NLwPCRT  (S.uLOP)  URB.RT  DISTRICT 


I  LT  T  B  x{  I  I.'i  R  B  P  G  R  T 


cf  the  - 


LDDIC^L _ OFFICFR _ OF _ H2ULTH 


-  on  the  - 


HU'LTH  ,RD  S.„iI.R..(Y  CIRCULST^CBS 


•f* 

J-  w 


1  9  4  2. 


-l  N  T  ^  R  I  h  R  g  F  O  u  T 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Newport  (3.  Lop)  for  the  year  1942. 


Once  again  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  required  that  the  Report  on 
tixO  Health  oi  the  District  shai_L  be  presented  in  an  abbreviated  interim 
x oriii.  Ihis  benq  so  exhaustive,  statistical  figures  have  been  avoided 
ana  sucu  as  arc  given  nave  been  confined  eo  those  of  a  domestic  nature 
-nd  oi  loc-.il  interest. 

The  hiyh  dogree  of  freedom  from  Infectious  Diseases  is  commented  on 
m  that  oection  of  the  Report  and  in  this  connection  the  almost  complete 
ebs^nce  of  Diphtheria  rives  much  satisf  ction. 

Over  the  Country ,  g-ner.liy,  despite  war  conditions  and  the 
otrin0ency  ox  ta.—  tin— —>  ^.c u tvj  lia ^c ci\/^  dis- usos  hive  snown  littl—  or 
no  j.  is e  i  wh  tiixu  uxc op  uion  ox  Cur  u  Dr  o— opine.  1  S  aver  —  —  dis--.se  i r om 
which  this  District  escaped  completely.  It  rn-.y  be,  however,  th  .t  that 
condition  issoci  ;tea  vich  th-  m. . int: i in.  .nc e  of  the  _ood  he.  ilth  of  a 
country  -  ele  inline ss  -  has  shewn  son-  det .:rioration.  The  frequency  of 


3c-vr)ies  So-ns  uo  d-noT,-  .  1  .ck  of  this  and  Scabi. 


s  n  . s  been  muen  in  mind 


m  tue  p^.st  twelve  months 


xurning  to  eh  .e  nor-  curonic  inioCoiv«  conuieion  -  Tuberculosis  - 
over  the-  Country  tnuru  ix  .s  been  a  ris-  following  ...  pre-war  decline  which 
o -  —  n  continuous  iron  m—  — nu  oi  on—-  Firsu  »»ar .  In  some  me  . s ur e  to 
rib-t  this  .  syst-m  of  la.es  Radiography  h  .s  been  evolved.  To  expedite 
the  oxamin.  tion  of  patients  .nd  at  thu  same  time  to  bring  within  scope 
oi  proven  oi  vc-  medicine  1  .rgo  section  oi  idol-scuncy  .nd  young  adults 
(2u  -  30  age  group)  a  system  of  X  r  y  photography  h..s  be  oil  invent- a  which 
should  oc  the  me  ns  of  bringing  to  li^ht  m  ,ny  unsuspected  c  :s-s.  By 
this  system  oi  rw.ss  X  r  .y  ox  .min .tion  the  time  should  not  be  f  .r  distant 
when  -very  .dult  will  be  subj-ctea  to  this  typ-  of  exam. in... tion  -t  the 
period  of  greatest  succeptibiiity .  The  rel  itionship  oi  this  disease  to 
your  District  is  do  .It  with  at  tue  -nd  of  this  Report. 

To  comb  .t  aid  furth-r  prevention  th-  Ministry  of  H_  ,1th  nes  m  .do 
.rr  eng  ome-nts  to  de  1  with  the  possible  onset  and  spre  d  of  Typhus  Rev  or  - 
c.  diso-.s-  from  which  this  Country  is  now  completely  fr-o.  Th-  danger  of 
e.iis  gaining  .  footnoie  li-s  in  tne  i.rg-  proportion  of  our  popul  .tion 


•t  pr -sent  .brob.d  returning  to  this  Country  ..nd  coupled  *  ith  this  the 


rcipid  me, r. ns  for  th.t  return.  The  Continent  n-s  non  enjoyed  tiiis  s< .un 
freedom  free.  Typhus  .nd  tho  a  .n  .r  is  thereby  eiph  .sisea . 

Voncrc  -1  Disc  :se  h  .s  shown  .n  unwclcom~d  incrc  isc  in  frequency  .na 
h  .s  been  much  discussed.  To  further  prevention  cort-.in  me  .sure©  u  .ve 
b0on  o  .icon  by  T  rli  .c-nt  to  restrict,  princiy  iiy,  tlw  infoctoa  fvt-.lc 
being  a  c  use  for  further  spre  -u  .nd  it  is  aow  possible  to  do  .1  with  such 
c  :sts  compulsorily  -  cn  report.  Uich  diversity  01  opinion  exists  .8  to 
tho  rol  .tivo  v,’oi;  ht  to  bw  CiVoii  to  tho  medic-.'.!  .no  ter  1  to  .chinas  in 
.ttenptinp  tc  secure  er  .die  ticn. 

Small-Pox,  n  infrequent  but  undesired  visitor  n.s  evidenced  itself 
at  periods  in  tho  p  .st  ye  .r,  Sc oil ana  h  s  been  re . inly  afioctod  .nd  only 
r  >r 0  c  .SoS  h  .ve  occurr :d  cn  this  siac  of  the  Border  me  no  epidemics  n.v- 

-if*  J.S  vjii  • 

a  pr-o.c-ution.ry  measure,  nr,:  in  so  i  .r  .s  lo  its  d mer  1  .pplic 
bility  to  this  Country  n.s  h  a  to  b.  t  .ken  in  relationship  Lo  s  u  .tic 
water  supplies .  This,  one  or  tie.  protective  weapons  us^d  in  the  defence 
of  the  Country  is  by  re- .sen  of  its  n  .turc  a  possible  breeding  ground  for 
mosquitoes .  The  stops  to  prevent  this  U  .s  been  the  subject  of  r. 

momor  .ndum  iror..  the  ministry  o.  .-o.  ltmo 

Preventive  Lodicina  h.s  become  .  St  .to  Controlled  Br  men  ox  ohe 
Science  and  during  tho  Ye  .r  much  conjecture  and  publicity  h...s  boon  given 
to  the  possibility  ox  m  .king  Logic in.  genorulxy  under  tno  sumo  control, 
in  a  socialised  form.  Tho  opening  of  Health  Centres  to  deal  with  all 
diseases  with  attendant  Doctors  and  Specialists  as  requirea,  is  envisaged 
.nd  while  it  would  .ppcar  th  .t  some  fore,  oi  Service  of  this  nature  will 
result  the.  sh...pe  and  scope  has  still  to  Do  .greed  .nd  decided.  Comple¬ 
mentary  with  the  above  the  st  itus  of  those  Servants  of  Lodicino  -  Nurses 
has  reCeiveo  much  consider.. lion  .na  lino  re  suite. nt  u-s  be-.n  c.Le  st-oilis- 
.tion  of  their  system  of  working  and  romunor  .tion. 

In  tho  immcaiato  neighbourhood  p  .rticul  ,r  retention  has  been 
directed  to  the  need  for  a  higher  Standard  oi  Cle  inline ss  in  Li lk ,  In 

this  connection  preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  in  association  wi oh 
the  Local  Agricultural  College  to  fermul -to  senemo  for  local  s.mplin£. 
It  is  hoped  that  by  this  me  .ns  it  m  ,y  be  possible  to  or  idicate  that 
substratum  of  milk  producers  who  are  ,.t  pr.Sent  supply in0  .  liquid  of 
inferior  stana.:.ra  of  cleanliness. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  that, as  a  resultant  of  the  special  cure  and 
supervision  of  the  Diet  of  Children  there  has  been  no  adverse  effects  on 
the  Health  and  Weight  as  a  result  of  the  War .  Among  the  people  gener¬ 
ally  better  use  is  being  made  of  the  mo.  e  ordinary  foods  in  the  home  and 
it  has  been  found  possible  to  live  satisfactorily  on  the  restricted 
rations  now  in  force.  The  lessening  of  Neurosis  reported  over  the 
Country  has  been  ascribed  to  persons  eing  more  fully  occupied  and  busy 
and  :  ree  from  the  fear  of  unemployment. 

The  lTedica 1  Officer  of  Health  takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  co-opc.  at ion  and  courtesy  in  carrying 
cut  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Department, 

POPULATION,  No  changes  of  domestic  interest  were  noted  in  the  returns 
receive  d  f r  cm  the  if  ini  s  tr  y , 

Certain  Figures  and  Statistics  Supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Halt 


.  s> 


T  i’l  -?  +  l-i  £ 
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±13 '  gi  i  Lm  t .  r  irt  hs 


Still  Births 


Deaths  under  1  v 


l  Year  oi  age 
D e  a  th s  (ge  ner a  1  ly ) 

Some  causes  of  Death;- 


1  o 

lo 


Females . 
34 
3 
2 

19 


;ancer 


11 


‘"5 


5 


Cerebral  Heamorrhage  . . . 

Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  or  Acute  Infective 
(notifiable)  Disease, 

B  ACTIiR I OLOGI CAL  SERVICE  .  This  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
bounty  Bacteriologist,  Dr.  Rhodes,  at  the  .Royal  Salop  Infirmary  at 
Shrewsbury,  The  centre lisat ion  in  this  Hospital  is  now  complete  and  the 
whom,  works  satisfactorily. 

AMBULANCE.  The  facilities  available  for  dealing  with  non-infectious 
cases  are  _,till  wider  private  ownership  and  despite  the  limitations  of 
this  service  should  sufl Lee  until  such  time  as  reorganisation  will  be 
able  to  be  carried  out;  in  all  probability  after  the  cessation  of 
ost  Liitz.es , 


I-IEIR  SUPPLIES.  G.n„r  .iiy  in  the  p  .st  this  service  h  ,s  been  able 
both  in  4u  .lity  end  in  quantity,  to  c.:ot  .11  local  requirements  and  the 
reports  ex'  the  xui  .lyst  for  the  Firs  o  Three  Quarters  ex  the  Ye  .r  were 
consistently  pood.  However,  in  the  L  .st  _u  .rter  an  unsatisf  .ctory 
result  was  returned  which  result  noccssit'.ated  close  invest  ip;  -.tion  to 
revo  .1  the  probable  c  .use  of  the  defect.  These  exp lor  tions  Were 
carried  out  in  asscci  .tion  with  the  Chemist  .nd  Bactcriclc^  ist  of 
H:rper  iidoL1  s  College  who ,  living,  lcc  .iiy  h  .ve  .lw  .ys  evinced  pro  ~.t 
interest  .no  h  .ve  _ iven  much  valuable  advice  on  the  water  supply  to  the 
Town.  When  after  a  series  of  investigations  it  was  considered  that  a 
likely  source  ox  pollution  h  -d  been  discovered  it  was  de-uoa  necessary 
tc  C-.11  in  a  Consult  .nt  on  w. -.ter  xer  .  fin.-.!  opinion.  Wi'Cii  this  in 
viov  .nd  tc  s  .fegu  .rd  the  Community  the  .ns  of  supply  was  transferred 
tc  the  reserve  which  fortunately  is  housed  in  the  sane  builuing.  its 
the  reports  on  the  reserve  (  ..n  e  .rlior  town  supply)  h  .Vv  been  rea.son.bly 
^ocu  .nu  :.s  the  w ..ter  is  subjected  to  purification  by  chlcrin  .tion  it 
is  hoped  tn..t  no  deficiencies  in  quantity  will  be  experienced  during 
the  perica  ox  cle  i-G-lIx^  .. . na  x'eCeiim uiemiiCJ  ox  ixxe  ju.x_.in  supply . 

bCxxVHHGIHG .  This  service  h.s  been  m..int..ined  on  a  s  .tisf  .ctory 
basis  .no  there  h.ve  been  no  compl-.ints  despite  the  f.-.ct  tn.t,  in 
addition,  help  has  h.d  to  be  given  tc  overcome  difxicultios  in  the 
tr  uisport  of  co  al.  The  tip  h  .s  been  well  controlled  and  .ny  danger  of 
infest  -.tion  with  rats  in  this,  ,s  in  other  parts  of  the  Town,  lias  bc~n 
net  by  tile  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  for  their  extermination. 

SEVERS  xxFD  SE.  LPu.GE .  Durin  the  course  of  the  Your  adv  antage  was 
taken  of  the  extension  to  the  town  beunu  .ry  tc  connect  the  property 
lying  cn  that  boundary  to  oho  main  sewer.  It  is  hopoo  th  .t  this  will 

be  followed  by  further  progress  in  the  Sewering  of  this  suburban  _.roa 
which  lies  outside  the  Lcc  1  authority 1 s  jurisdiction. 

Drains  and  ditches  h.ve  b^n  cleaned  ..nd  at  the  sewage  disposal 
works  one  outfalls,  grit-chambers  and  cent  .ct  beds  have  received 
attention. 


HOUSING.  Locally  inspections  nave  been  c  .rried  cut,  particularly 
cn  Council  Property,  and  as  f  ..r  as  possible  renovations  .nd  repairs 
completed.  There  has  bean  no  new  builuing  .nd  it  has  been  found 


necessary  to  renew  licences  cn  conder.neu  properties,  still  standing, 
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oo  provide  some  degree  ci  housing  coni.rt  .nd  to  tide  ever  ..  difficult 

P  io  Ci  # 

I.-^wiT  iI.bPmCTIOh  .  The  District  continues  to  bo  Sorvod  from  the 
abattoir  in  the  Town.  four  San  it  .ry  Inspector,  .Ian ,  controls  this 
Coiitro  which  servos  tiio  Town  .nd  adjacent  authorities.  There  h..vo  boon 


Very  f  o'-'  c  omp  1  .  in t £ 


aid 


tnu  system  works  smccthiy  under  this  supervision. 


.no.  confisc  item.  These 

<  )■ 


-i  iedic  insp-oc  Liens  ol  g  hri^s  h ... v o  oom  m  .qo 


Frol.,  tiuo  to  tike  ether  f  oodstuf is  h  .vc  boon  breu-  nt  for  ox  i min.. t ion 
and  a  number  of  articles  h  .vo  been  condomnod 
comprises  on  inly  tinned  roods. 

LIhtw  .u'D  DAIRIES.  P 

out  no  r-eccnuitioning  u.-s  boon  .ole  to  be-  c.arried  out.  To  secure  c-. 
milk  of  ?.  hie  her  degree  of  purity  it  is  hoped  to  inaugur  .to  a  system  cf 
sampling  with  i  view  to  disceVorinc  trie  chief  offenders  but,  beyond 
pr elimin  .i  j  ccnve-rs  cii  ns  on  tms  u.t  uer ,  nc  active  stops  h  .vo  as  yet 
been  able  tc  be  t  ikon  tc  initi  .to  this  work. 

IFFnCTlOiJS  DISKT3S.  There  was  a  re  irked  decrease  in  the  fr  equency 
ci  infectious  illnesses  in  the  ie  .r  me,  oxc ep ting  Scarlet  Fov-er,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  envisage  gro  -ter  freeucm  in  my  urban  community. 

Scarlet  Fever  ;c counter  for  8  c  isos  .no  as  7  of  tnoso  Were  notified 
the  1 . te  sur.ii.ier  i  o  c  .n  do  Seen  tn  .  c  cho  r o r. .. . i n i n  tim  1  v e  montns  Were 
almost  completely  free. 

Diphtheria,  after  showing  rise  in  1941,  ..cccuntod  for  1  case  only. 
*s  this  C  ISC  occurred  in  February  Very  lengthy  period  cf  froodem  has 
been  onj oy Ou*  Much  cf  this  ray  be  credited  tc  the  benefits  received 

from  the  wuclosalu  protection  of  cnilaren  by  imi.iUnis..tion.  This  Service 
continues  tc  be  offered  free  to  all  classes  and  although  the  clinical 
sid~  cf  tixe  work  is  now  within  the  .dministr...ticn  of  the  County  Health 
Department  the  facilities  offeree  still  have  the  same  convenience.  At 
the  and  cf  the  fe  .r  the  Returns  shewed  that  62%  of  inf  arts  under  5  years 
and  73 A  evor  th  ,t  aye  had  been  protected. 

ho  other  diseases  manifested  thorns elves  in  more  than  isolated  units 
over  tiio  annual  period.  ^uacn  those-  were  i - 

Pneumonia  5  c  .ses. 

Whooping  Cough  5  ” 


1  case. 


Dysentery 


4  ) 


Mrysipolas  3  cases. 

Pucrp.cr.il  Pyrexia  1  ease. 

the  TUBIuRCU LOO  IS  Hog  ist~r  in  December  shewed  the  following  returns  s - 


ia  .  ie  S  . 

Fz?r/ 

.  les . 

Pulmonary 

Fc  n-Pulr.c  nary 

Pulmonary 

Fon-Pulra 

1941. 

11 

10 

5 

21 

1942. 

11 

11 

5 

23 

The  abeve 

denotes  no  change 

cf  any  si.nific 

.nee . 

3C.J3I 

i-io .  ^i.s  .  result  0 

f  the  Loc  .1  nuti' 

xcrities  in  the 

District 

be  in;  un  ble  cbt  -in  .dmissi-n,  .t  will,  for  c  .SeS  tc  the  Centres 
centre  lied  by  the  County  He  1th  Dop  .rtiaent  it  was  decided  tc  re-epen  the 
elu  Is^i.aoicn  He  spit  .1  -t  Newport  for  the  purpose  of  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  frer..  this  dise  .se:  sufferers  being  able  tc  stay  -is  in-p  .tients 
if  necessary. 

The  work  of  e^v-jlcping  the  builain^.s  for  this  purpos-  va.s  carried 
cut  in  association  with  the  Wellington  Kur  .1  Councils  each  Council 
contributing  towards  the  cost  -ccerdin  tc  the  size  ci  their  area.  From 
the  inauguration  cf  tin  service  early  in  Febru  ry  ther^  h.s  bo  on  a 
cense  .nt  enmnnu  for  tre  taunt  .nd  the  nursin'"  st  .ff ,  recruited  locally, 
h.s  bwen  :ble  to  e.e.l  with  this  .nd  moot  such  difficulties  as  arose. 

The  Centro  r^ceiv^s  c..ses  from  -.11  p  .rts  of  the  He-rtu  Western  ^e...  of 
the  County  and  tin.  Councils  net  j....rtieip  .tin_.  in  the  m,.n.  ,c  eiant,  h..ve 
t~ken  considerable  idv  .nt.aoe  cf  the  f  .cilitieS  offered. 

Cert  . in  structural  ch  .nges  h  .d  to  b^  oa.de  cn  the  Hospital  with 
improvements  in  the  General  sanitation  and  heating,  the  whole  greatly 
enh. eiC ii\_  the  ccnveiiicncc  of  the  scheme. 

This  Centre  ins  been  recognised  by  the  County  Council  in  their 
general  scheme  id  r  the  control  of  this  disease  in  their  ^roa . 

(oiGhHD)  V ....M.  S Tx_n a uOiT , 

Medical  Officer  cf  Health. 


20th  July,  I943. 
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